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Mr. Harold Weisberg 
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Frederick, Md. 21701 
Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

Your very interesting letter with its enclosures arrived 
here this morning. 

I have to say that I think the project you have embarked 
upon is not feasible. 

There should be a book to make it clear what the Watergate 
scandal means. It seems to me that for a book to achieve 
thi9 purpose it must have a very simple, strong thesis. 

You suggest the thesis that the Watergate affair was the 
result of Nixon* s deliberate plan for a fascist subversion 
of the Constitution. It might be possible to produce an 
effective book to state this idea. You would really be 
writing something like a brief for impeachment. In such 
writing it is essential that every fact and every statement 
be arranged in a symmetrical and orderly structure that 
leads inevitably to a single conclusion. Disruption of 
this structure is fatal. Meaningless and irrelevant facts 
must be excluded. 

I appreciate that the enclosures that you sent me have been 
taken in effect at random from your text. Bearing that fact 
in mind, I nevertheless must say that I*ve been forced to 
conclude that you do not have sufficient control over the 
material to arrange it within a structure that has the 
necessary strictness. 

I think, for example, that your references to the quality 
of the questioning by the Ervin committee are tendentious. 

No committee of the Senate can possibly wade into a mass of 
data of this kind like a single-minded prosecutor determined 
to prove his case against an ordinary criminal. Of course, 
the committee and its staff have failed to ask many questions 
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that they ought to have asked. In any event, the evidence 
masses up before us and it is the evaluation and ordering 
of that evidence that we ought to concentrate on. 

It is a very hard thing to deal now with any book on this 
subject. I have not been able to keep up with the planned 
books either, but I am sure that more than one are indeed 
really Watergate books and I know that a number of publishers 
in addition to Simon 6c Schuster are already seriously com- 
mitted to what they consider to be important projects. 

I really would like to be encouraging in some way, but I 
must say that I have concluded that it is practically beyond 
the powers of one man to develop a successful book on this 
subject . 



Sincerely yours, 
Peter Shepherd 



PS/kv 

cc: Richard T. Gallen, Escf. 














